
 

BISM SALISBURY BELL YOUTH PROGRAM SHINES 
By DANIELLE EARL & AMY CROUSE 

BISM Salisbury's Braille Enrichment for Literacy and Learning (BELL) Academy for blind and low vision 

children got underway July 22. We had six children take part in the two-week program, provided in            

partnership with the National Federation of the Blind.  

We had rotations of learning in the morning: braille reading and writing, technology (including the iPad), 

white cane travel, and cooking and cleaning. On most days, BELL students helped prepare their lunch,        

including slicing vegetables and cooking chicken nuggets, tacos, omelets, and spaghetti. We also focused on 

hygiene in the kitchen and properly cleaning up. 

During the afternoon, our group activity was fun and educational. BELL students had the opportunity to sing 

and play keyboard with Miss Mindy, experience poetry with Miss Amy, and learn how to step dance with Ms. 

Dickerson from Glen Avenue Elementary School. The children also enjoyed various exciting outings,          

including a morning at the Bay Area Center for Independent Living pool. After the pool, we went to the   

Salisbury City Park/Zoo to have lunch, played on the playground, and walked through the zoo visiting the   

animals. On our visit to T.S. Smith Orchard Point Market in Delaware, the BELL children picked peaches 

from the orchard, purchased fruits and vegetables from the market, and had lunch underneath the pavilion. 

When we returned to Salisbury, the children put together fruit and vegetable baskets that were delivered to 

blind seniors in our community. The children also made peach muffins from the peaches they picked at T.S. 

Smith Orchard the next day.  

Learning new things was a focal point of BELL. Students learned how to create and print a Word document, 

Matt from FutureMakers presented a fun STEM-related building activity, and Miss LaShawn from Maryland 

Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped led a blind solar system theme, where students created a 

rocket, made the phases of the moon, and blasted off into space.  

The BELL Academy graduation ceremony took place on August 2. Everyone enjoyed lunch, the children read 

braille out loud, and sang the song “Lean On Me.” The children were presented with a Certificate of         

Completion and a goody bag. The staff loved working with the children and look forward to next year’s BELL 

Academy! 
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HAGERSTOWN REHABILITATION PICNIC FUN FOR ALL 
On June 26, BISM’s Hagerstown Senior Support Group staff and students hosted senior and CORE students 

and staff from our Cumberland and Baltimore locations for their annual celebration picnic. Students and staff 

prepped, cooked, and served lunch for the 63 hungry participants! Everyone had a blast exploring Doubs 

Woods Park and trying out the Beep Baseball equipment. We even had some special visitors - 100 year-old 

support group alumni Kathryn Smalts and prospective youth student Anderson and his family. What a way to 

spend a summer day - kudos to the Hagerstown crew for putting on a great event!  

CORE PROGRAM TAKES TRIPS TO NATIONAL HARBOR AND NYC 
By STEPHEN POLACEK & ANDY MCIVER 

BISM’s CORE adult residential training program visited New York City on May 16. Students and staff split 

into two groups, one group travelled to High Line Park and the other went to Central Park. After exploring 

both parks, they met at the Brooklyn Bridge and walked across, stopping at some of the vendors along the 

way. It was a lovely day full of travel challenges and entertaining conversations with curious passerbys. The 

groups used the New York Subway and visited Madison Square Garden and Times Square. The CORE       

students had a great time and declared the day a success! CORE spent June 13 exploring Maryland’s own   

National Harbor. Students and staff planned the route from Baltimore by utilizing public transportation, 

scheduled the sites to visit, and convened for a fun, family-style dinner (all while dealing with the rainy  

weather)! Everything accomplished aided in the sharpening of the CORE students nonvisual skills acquired 

while in a training center environment. 



 

ABERDEEN BSC PROVIDES JOB EXPERIENCE FOR MSB STUDENTS  
By BARRY COUNCILL 

The Aberdeen AbilityOne Base Supply Center (BSC) partnered with the Maryland 

School for the Blind (MSB) this summer for a four-week Independence work       

experience program. 

There were two groups of blind and low vision MSB students who participated - 

Group 1 (July 9-18) and Group 2 (July 22-August 1). Each group included three   

students working at the Aberdeen BSC location. Students learned everything we do 

at the Aberdeen BSC, from receiving freight, stocking the merchandise, and     

checking out customers at the register. MSB Coach Todd Libsy did an outstanding 

job helping the students understand better what we do. It was a great experience for 

Aberdeen BSC associates and MSB students! 

MARYLAND STATE POLICE VISIT BISM SENIOR SUPPORT GROUP  
BISM Baltimore’s Senior Support Group welcomed two Maryland State Police troopers to their meeting on 

August 2 to discuss the responsibilities of a State trooper and answer questions from Support Group members. 

The troopers also passed around items from their uniforms, including a straw Stetson hat, handcuffs, and two 

types of bulletproof vests. 

SALISBURY SAIL PICNIC CELEBRATES SUMMER 
By AMY CROUSE 

On June 20, BISM Salisbury’s Seniors Achieving Independent Living (SAIL) members planned and prepared 

a picnic for our monthly senior support group members. SAIL students manned the grill and cooked the   

hamburgers and hot dogs. They also made desserts, fruit and vegetable trays, dips, coleslaw, pasta salad, and 

deviled eggs. The seniors shared their favorite picnic activities and held a pie eating contest! Brave volunteers 

ate a slice of peach pie without 

using their hands and the 

whipped cream on top was    

plentiful! We all cheered on the 

contestants as they licked their 

plates clean. The seniors enjoyed 

their time together and the        

opportunity to share a meal with 

new and old SAIL friends! 



 

CONGRATULATIONS TO REHAB PROGRAM GRADUATES 
By ANDY MCIVER & AMY CROUSE 

Congratulations to the following BISM Rehabilitation and Training students for successfully graduating from 

our challenging independence programs: 

Pam Goodman (left) graduated from the CORE adult residential program 

on June 7. Capping off Pam’s training was an out-of-town trip to        

Philadelphia, an extraordinary student-led outing to a boxing club, and a 

career seminar that featured NSA members. Pam, an adjunct BISM Board 

of Trustees member, is also working with the CORE program to create a 

new and improved orientation process for incoming 

students.  

Jane (right) graduated from BISM Salisbury’s     

Seniors Achieving Independent Living (SAIL)     

program on June 28. Jane received a challenge coin, a framed certificate, and a lovely 

lighthouse at her graduation ceremony, and enjoyed lunch at a local diner with fellow 

SAIL students and staff. Jane is a motivated braille reader, loves 

to travel with her long white cane, enjoys working in the kitchen, 

and uses her iPhone to manage her health. Jane will continue her        

involvement with BISM by attending our monthly support group 

meetings. 

Matt Yannuzzi (left) graduated from the CORE program on July 24. At his graduation 

ceremony, a packed house of students, staff, and family shared stories of Matt’s          

adventures and accomplishments during his time in CORE training. From Café de 

Mateo (Matt’s restaurant he created for his large meal) to volunteering for our GLIDE 

Youth program, Matt did it all. We are excited to see what lies ahead for Matt! 

BSC CUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAYS A SUCCESS 
BISM’s AbilityOne Base Supply Center (BSC) Customer Appreciation Days were in full swing during the 

month of May, with events at six BSC locations. The Customer Appreciation Day events featured product 

vendors, customer awards, and tasty snacks! 

BISM’s Dover AFB AbilityOne Base Supply Center kicked off the festivities on May 8. Joint Base Andrews 

took place on May 14, Joint Base Anacostia-Bolling on May 15, APG-South (Edgewood) on May 16, APG-

North on May 21, and Ft. Knox on May 29.  

We would like to thank all of the vendors, customers, and BSC associates for making our BSC Customer    

Appreciation Days a success!  



 

BISM HOSTS DIGNITARIES FOR TOURS 
BISM was proud to host numerous dignitaries, business partners, 

and Maryland state agencies for tours of our Baltimore              

headquarters: 

BISM President Fred Puente hosted a tour on May 9 for 3M’s Chris 

DeColli and Rory Yanchek (left). Chris and Rory had the              

opportunity to tour our Rehabilitation and Manufacturing divisions. 

BISM was honored to have 

staff from the Maryland     

Department of Commerce, 

Office of Military &      

Federal Affairs tour BISM on May 21 (right). The tour was a chance 

for Maryland Commerce to see first-hand the positive economic     

impact BISM has on the state with employment and training programs 

that provide blind people with the nonvisual skills to succeed in the   

workforce. 

BISM Baltimore was 

excited to host 25 Baltimore Museum of Industry (BMI)      

members on May 23 for a tour of our Manufacturing and        

Rehabilitation divisions. Our tour guests had great questions and 

were fully engaged during their visit! 

BISM was honored to welcome senior procurement officers and 

staff from the University System of Maryland and other local        

universities (left) for a tour of our Baltimore headquarters on 

June 7! BISM President Fred Puente provided an in-depth tour of 

the Rehabilitation and Manufacturing divisions and the Sales and 

Marketing team answered questions. 

GLIDE BALTIMORE GETS ACTIVE FOR WORKSHOP 
By ANDY MCIVER 

During the weekend of May 18, BISM’s Gaining Leadership, Independence, Direction and Experience 

(GLIDE) program for blind and low vision teens got together for two days of painting, dancing, and cooking.  

Twelve GLIDE students, along with staff and volunteers, learned the popular dances commonly performed at 

weddings, family events, and parties. The students also painted to music in an artistic seminar led by CORE 

student Matt. In between the activities, students made their own lunch and enjoyed a fun evening out at an 

Italian restaurant!  



 

BISM OPENING NEW BSC AT NAVAL RESEARCH LABORATORY 
By KEN BARNETT 

Blind Industries and Services of Maryland is excited to announce the planned 

opening of a new AbilityOne Base Supply Center (BSC) at the Naval          

Research Laboratory in Washington, DC. The new BSC will be located at 

4555 Overlook Ave SW, Washington, DC 23075. The BSC will provide a 

wide range of office and janitorial products, along with other products and  

services, that will meet all of the operational requirements of our customers. 

The Naval Research Laboratory AbilityOne BSC is expected to open during 

Spring 2020.  

While we are waiting for the new BSC to open, Naval Research Laboratory       

customers will be shopping at our Joint Base Anacostia-Bolling (JBAB)   

AbilityOne BSC. Customers can either visit the JBAB BSC or place their   

orders online or by phone. 

EASTERN SHORE GOLF CLASSIC HITS ON ALL MARKS 
By STEPHEN POLACEK & CHRISTINA DAVIS 

BISM’s Eastern Shore Pro-Invitational Golf Classic returned to Green Hill Country Club in Quantico, MD on 

May 31 with a new Presenting Sponsor, Eastern Shore Distributing. The weather was gorgeous, the food was 

excellent, and the course treated the full field of golfers and club pros very well.  

The fundraiser netted approximately $25,000, which benefits BISM’s Eastern Shore training programs and 

services! The Eastern Shore Pro-Invitational Golf Classic featured 22 sponsors and 12 contributors, and we 

would like to recognize major sponsors Eastern Shore Distributing, HP, and Brookwood Co. for their support.  

Congratulations to the First Place Net foursome of Jason, Brian, Sal, and Daniel with PGA pro Mark 

Helffrich, and the First Place Gross threesome of Brandon, Jamie, and Greg with PGA pro John Ladd. Special 

mention goes to SAIL senior student Margaret “Bozy” Markiewicz for playing golf at the event. Thank you to 

all of the players, sponsors, and volunteers who made the event such a success! 



 

BISM ASSOCIATE COMPLETES NIB MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 
By JACOB SCHMUDE & ROB ENNAMORATO 

BISM IT Solutions Architect Jacob Schmude wraps up a year-long learning experience on September 19 in 

National Industries for the Blind’s (NIB) Business Management Training (BMT) program.  

The key elements of the program included finance, operations, HR, and strategy. It was taught in cooperation 

with George Mason University, which featured instruction from GMU’s MBA program professors.  

The BMT program develops critical business perspective and management abilities. BMT targeted qualified, 

high-potential employees of NIB and NIB associated agencies who are blind and demonstrate leadership     

potential. Throughout the five on-location classroom sessions, participants built critical skills while earning 

a Certificate in Management from GMU Business School. 

Jacob appreciated the GMU professors knowledge of business and data to back up their theories, and believes 

that the strategic management principles learned during the BMT program will be very helpful in future career 

endeavors, no matter what the position is. 

CORE STUDENTS PREPARE DINNER FOR HOMELESS VETERANS 
By STEPHEN POLACEK 

On August 28, BISM’s CORE adult training program staff and students went to the Baltimore Station to give 

back to the community. The Baltimore Station provides residential and community based programs to         

individuals - primarily veterans - dealing with homelessness and substance use disorder.  

CORE students prepared a dinner of spaghetti, salad, garlic bread, and chocolate chip cookies and served over 

75 veterans. The veterans were thrilled with the meal and many spoke with our students about the CORE   

program and their own experiences. A few veterans even offered to serve the CORE students their meals!  

It was an incredible experience for CORE staff and students and we look forward to working with the        

Baltimore Station again in the future!  



 

CATCHING UP  

Former CORE Instructor Passes Away 

Brian Porter, a CORE program woodshop          

instructor from 2012-14, died suddenly on July 

16. Brian was born on Nov. 7, 1958 in            

Alexandria, VA. He graduated from the U.S.  

Naval Academy in 1980 and served in the U.S. 

Marine Corps. At his funeral service, Brian’s 

family asked that memorial contributions in   

Brian’s name be made to BISM. 

Raleigh Hires New Human Resources Manager 

BISM Raleigh hired Kimberly Harbin as the new Human 

Resources Manager in early August. Kimberly is a seasoned 

HR professional who developed her human resources craft 

at notable organizations like IBM, The Staffing 

Alliance, Duke University, and InServ.  

BSCs Present Check To Rehab Programs 

The AbilityOne BSCs, represented by VP Ken 

Barnett, were proud to present a check to benefit 

BISM’s Rehabilitation programs and services. 

Director of Rehabilitation Andy McIver accepted 

the check at the August Board of Trustees      

meeting.  

Andrews BSC Hosts Mini-Vendor Day 

The Joint Base Andrews AbilityOne Base Supply 

Center hosted a mini Vendor Day on July 30 with 

CCP Industries. CCP brought a variety of     

products for customers to check out, as well as 

pizzas and drinks for customers to enjoy. 

Open Mic Night Returns to Baltimore 

The summer edition of the Open Mic Night took place on 

June 29 at BISM Baltimore. BISM associates and friends 

were able to display their musical talents on stage. Open 

Mic Night is expected to make its return in the fall. 

JBAB BSC Honored for Excellent Customer Service 

BISM’s JBAB AbilityOne Base Supply Center received a 

Certificate of Appreciation on May 31 from the 1st       

Battalion of the 174th Air Defense Artillery Regiment, 

with a special recognition to JBAB associate Max Kalifut 

for going above and beyond in customer service.  
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